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October 27, 2020 

Dear District 29 Families & Staff- 

I am writing to provide an update regarding the status of the COVID-19 pandemic as it relates to our school district. 

I have received several communications inquiring about the conditions that might lead to a pivot to full remote
learning in District 29 schools. While this decision is based on careful consideration of all of our metrics, and
guidance from local health officials, the following conditions would require us to strongly consider a pivot to full-
time remote learning: 

1. Direction from the Cook County Department of Public Health (CCDPH), Illinois State Board of Education, or the
Governor's Office. 
2. Multiple COVID-19 Metrics exceeding CCDPH thresholds for a sustained period. 
3. Inability to safely staff our schools due to staff absence and/or quarantine. 
4. Insufficient supply of Personal Protective Equipment and/or cleaning/disinfecting supplies. 

As noted in my communication last week, our ability to maintain in-person learning depends on the collective effort
and sacrifice of the entire District 29 community. Recent research and news media reports have suggested that the
rise in COVID-19 rates is primarily a function of smaller social gatherings where face coverings and physical
distancing are not in place. We ask that you keep this in mind as you plan over the next couple of months. 

Click HERE to access all of the latest District 29 COVID-19 and District 29 Operational Metrics. 

In brief, the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) guidance identifies a Test Positivity rate between 5% and
8% as "Elevated", and a rate above 8% as at a "Warning" level. In the entire suburban Cook County region, the
Test Positivity Rate yesterday was 7.7% and rising quickly. After a steady rise in this metric in our more local area,
the Test Positivity Rate decreased yesterday to 3.7% in the New Trier Township, and to 4.9% in the District 29 area.
While the county-level data is bordering a critical point, the more local data fully supports continuing our hybrid in-
person learning model at this time. 

More concerning is the number of new cases per day being identified. The IDPH looks at this data in terms of "New
Cases per Day per 100,000 Residents". This metric facilitates an "apples to apples" comparison of new case rates
across communities of different sizes. Between 7 and 14 new cases per day (per 100,000 residents) is considered
"Elevated", and above 14 new cases per day (per 100,000 residents) is considered to be at a "Warning" level. 
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The entire suburban Cook County region is currently identifying approximately 20 new cases per day (per 100,000
residents). Although the New Trier Township is showing a lower rate (i.e., 15 cases per day), an average of 21 cases
per day (per 100,000 residents) are being identified in the Village of Northfield. As of yesterday, Northfield had the
highest level of new cases per capita of all of the New Trier Township communities. In sum, we are in "Warning"
status for new cases being identified at both the county and local levels. While this metric alone does not require a
pivot to full-time remote learning, it is a significant concern that we are monitoring very closely. 

Across both District 29 schools, we are averaging approximately 6 student and 1 staff absence per day due to
quarantine. One student and no staff members have had a confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19 since the beginning of
school. Staff absences to date have been covered by substitute teachers or the internal reassignment of staff. Our
supply of PPE and cleaning/disinfecting products remains strong. 

In sum, the metrics support continuing with our hybrid in-person learning model for the immediate future. However,
we need to closely monitor the COVID-19 data to determine our ability to sustain a safe in-person learning
environment. 

Again, please do you part to keep everyone safe and our schools open. As always, don't hesitate to contact me if
you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely, 

Edward J. Stange, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools


